The Feast of Christmas— December 25, 2005

FIRST READING lsaiah 52:7-10 (16ABC)
The ends of the earth will see God’s salvation. Break forth together in song, Jerusalem, for the good
news of peace has come. God redeems Jerusalem and gives comfort to al people.

SECOND READING Hebrews 1:1-6
“In times past, God spoke in partial and various waysto our ancestors through the prophets,” but
now we have God’s own heir, the glory of the Lord who sustains all things. Let all angels worship
God’sfirst-born, God’s heir, God’s Son.

GOSPEL John 1:1-18or 1:1-5,9-14
“The Word became flesh and made Hisdwelling among us, and we saw Hisglory ... full of grace
and truth.” We all have partaken of thisfullness: love following love.

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT

St. Patrick Parish committed to the Eucharist and guided by the Holy Spirit strivesto be a
welcoming presence to all, reaching out to the spiritual, emotional, educational, social and
material needs of all God’s children, both in our parish and beyond. We hopein thisway to

show our love for God, not only by what we say, but by the way we live our lives.

MASSINTENTIONSFOR THE WEEK
(December 26, 2005 - January 1, 2006)

MONDAY 8:30AM  Dr. M. Mirkhani, by the Gaudio family
TUESDAY 8:30 AM  Frank Barrados, by Cecilie and Bob Ganslen
WEDNESDAY  8:30AM  Frank Barrados, by Cecilie and Bob Ganslen
THURSDAY 8:30AM  Agnesand Michael Rujak, by Dan and Dee Schneider
FRIDAY 8:30AM  John Lovgren, by hiswife and family
SATURDAY 8:30 AM  Henri Seraci, by Esther and Richard Nopper

4:00 PM  Jim and Mae Skinner, by the Wenk family
SUNDAY 8:00AM  Mark McKendry, by Tim and Deb Gallagher

9:30 AM  James Chacha, by the Sheehan Family

11:30 AM Intentions of the Gonzalez-Bladinieresfamily 05 parick 3




Christmas 2005
Dear Parishioners,

Our Advent season has ended and we rejoice as we celebrate the birth of our Sav-
ior. Aswe celebrate this great Christmas Season we recall that our God humbled himself
to become one of us. We also celebrate in every Mass the fact that heis going to return in
Glory. This has been quite a year and we could use some celebration. We hold on to the
promise of Christ that God loves us unconditionally and this gives us hope. It is the hope
to know that God iswith us, that God will never abandon us, that God wantsto bring us
to his home. In our life journey we may struggle at times with a sense of God has aban-
doned us. We may struggle thinking that there is no hope. These struggles often occur
when faced with some particularly painful trials. We may even cry out, “God where are
you?’

This sense of despair was being experienced by many in Israel. They were occu-
pied by pagan rulers who did not respect them and their religion. They were forced to
pay taxes to support the Emperor. They were an oppressed people. Where is God? In this
moment when all seemed hopeless, God intervened in history. The God of surprises!
God born as a baby in a manger. This was not the Messiah that they all had hoped for.
This was no great earthly king. It was an event much greater than anyone had antici-
pated; God himself came as the Messiah. Yet only in the eyes of faith could this be dis-
covered. As we celebrate this Christmas season we pray for the desire for greater faith
and to nurture this gift from God. It isin faith and in letting Christ live within usthat we
can change the world. Christ calls us to do this. We are to be his messengers of hope. So
we celebrate that when all can seem hopel ess, Hope came in the form of a child. May you
all have ablessed Christmas and New Y ear.

In Christ’s Peace,

Fr. Brian Flanagan
Pastor
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|IDear Jesus, Divine Physician and Healer of thg
Sick, we turn to You in this time of illness. O
|dearest Comforter of the Troubled, alleviate our
worry and sorrow with Your gentle love and
grant us the grace and strength to accept thig
burden. Dear God, we place our worries in Your
hands. We place our sick under Your care and
humbly ask that You restore Your servant tg
health again. Above all, grant us the grace tg
acknowledge Your hoy will and know that
whatsoever You do, You do for the love Of

Mary Cecilia Gansler

Maria Kroesen Amy Walgren
Deanne Albury Grace Turano
Richard Mascola Terry Bluto
Paul Giardino Mary Madden
Mario ladonisi Alan Kringel

Frankie Hahn
Joseph Tiano
Charles Vrane
Steven Palma
Grace Molinelli
Vince Gradasso
Dorothy Buchek
Muriel Pronovost
Richard Sciacca
Albert Donadio, Jr
Quinn Mullen
Lucille Mcintyre

Filonia DeJesus
Christine DeMarfeo
Charles Bevacqua
Charles Gartner
Susan Pine

John Roth

Rosita Serralde
Cruzita Watson
Francis Obert
Robert Rehner
Leonard Miret
Patricia Mecca

Jus. Amen.
Our beautiful Christmas flowers
were donated by:
Diane, in memory of Sd.

Volunteers who have received special training are avail
able to visitparishioners who are illor unable to attend

mass,and are homebound /or in health care facilities.
These individuals offer companionship, a listening ear,
compassionate support and if requested, the Eucharist.

Please call the parish office to schedule a visit.

Mary Joyce Bevacqugj

Parish Picnic
Our parish picnic, which was cancellg
due to Hurricane Wilma, has been

We look forward to seeing everyone
there. Specific information will be

our website atvww.stpatrickchurch.org

rescheduled for Sunday, January 22, 20

forthcoming.Please continue to monitor

for an update of events and pictures.

Golf Tournament
The date, April 10,
2006 has been set f

06.

to join us for a fun
filled day. Again,
this year it will be
held at Abacoa
Country Club. There will be more

continue to monitor our website at
www.stpatrickchurch.org for an upda
of events and pictures.

our annual golf tour
nament. Please pla

n

information on this at a later date. Please

[e
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